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Social entrepreneurs to benefit from
support and grants of up to $100,000

Kuwait Business Coundil [nvites social iInnovatars and companies from Kuwalt to
particigate in Expe 2020 Dubai initistives
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Sat 26-05-2018 16:58 PM
ACCI, Kuwait Business Council discuss economic cooperation during Ramadan Majlis

M Economics

IFE Expo kicks off in Abu Dhabi with Kuwaiti participation
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Sat 08-08-2018 17:17 PM
Kuwait Business Council invites social innovators to participate in Expo 2020 Dubai initiatives
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Marmore Mena Intelligence
and Kuwait Business Council
sign MoU

Kuwait Times 29 Apr 2078 47 more

In an effort to ex-
pand mutual collab-
orations and to ful-
fill strategic objec-
tives as a provider of
information and
tools that helps the
Huwaiti business
community in the
UAE grow their
businesses, Mar-
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4 KuwaitBC Statement <

Over the course of 2018, the priorities of Kuwait Business Council (KuwaitBC) were focused on three main areas:
the implementation of existing agreements, geographical expansion, and enhanced cooperation with other business
councils.

The Council sought to further galvanise the role of existing agreements with public and private entities as real partner-
ships benefitting all concerned parties. Indeed, within the framework of these agreements, KuwaitBC organised national
and economic events — such as the “Entrepreneurial Talk Series” initiative and the “Celebrate Kuwait” festival, among
others — thereby promoting the Council’s action and reach at the organisational, media, and financial levels.

KuwaitBC was also present in several events organised by those public and private entities, which reflected positively on
the quality of the Council’s activities and contributed to boosting the presence of the Kuwaiti business community in the
UAE’s specialised forums.

Geographically, KuwaitBC has strengthened its presence in the northern regions, specifically in the emirates of Sharjah
and Ajman, whether through official visits or by organising or attending dozens of events, the details of which are present-
ed in this book. KuwaitBC has also marked its presence for the first time in Abu Dhabi through its participation in three
major economic events hosted by the Abu Dhabi Chamber of Commerce and Industry and a number of Abu Dhabi-based
international institutions.




The year 2018 was marked by an outstanding interaction with the business councils and groups operating in Dubai,
with KuwaitBC participating in several meetings organised by the Dubai Chamber for its business councils and
groups. The Council also took part in a number of events organised by friendly Arab and international Councils such

as the Palestinian, Russian, and Philippines business councils, among others, in addition to other expanded joint
meetings.

“The Annual Book: Activities and Milestones — 2018” summarises the activities of the Kuwait Business Council in
Dubai, including the most prominent initiatives and events organised, the partnerships and agreements signed, the
studies and reports published, and the visits and meetings carried out during 2018.

In conclusion, we extend our thanks to all the members, partners, and supporters who have played an active role in
this journey. We hope that these steps will be an extension of what our colleagues in the Founding Administrative
Board have started during the first session of the Council (2016-2017) and we look forward to another year full of
activities and achievements.

The Administrative Board of the Kuwait Business Council in Dubai
2018-2019
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4 KuwaitBC in a Nutshell
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Kuwait Business Council

Dubai & Northern Emirates

Kuwait Business Council was established in May 2016

under the umbrella of Dubai Chamber as an independent

non-profit entity. The Council aims to enhance the exper-

tise, opportunities, and relationships of Kuwaiti business-

people and companies operating in Dubai and the North-

ern Emirates (Sharjah, Ajman, Umm Al Quwain, Ras Al
Khaimah, and Fujairah).

KuwaitBC is the first of its kind for business communities

outside Kuwait. It was created as an initiative of a group of

Kuwaiti companies, personalities, and businesspeople in
Dubai and the Northern Emirates.




KuwaitBC seeks to strengthen its action in
three main areas:

+ Opportunities: Link Kuwaiti businesspeople
and companies to investment and commer-

cial opportunities in Dubai and the Northern
Emirates.

+ Expertise: Provide the Kuwaiti business com-
munity with the information and tools necessary
for doing business in Dubai and the Northern
Emirates.

+ Relationships: Encourage Council members
to share information, exchange expertise, and
interact with each other and with concerned
parties.

The Council’s logo is inspired from the Arabic calligraphy that ap-
peared on the first Kuwaiti dinar used by Kuwaiti traders under the
rule of Sheikh Abdullah Al-Salim Al-Sabah, Emir of the State of
Kuwait in the 1960s. It is a symbol of the rich history and the inde-
pendence of the Kuwaiti currency, values that also characterise the
Kuwaiti business community and Council. The modern depiction of
the Kuwait Towers in the logo represents the value of creativity and
uniqueness in presenting the familiar. The logo is also decorated
with the colours of the national flags of Kuwait and the UAE to re-
flect the identity of the Council and its scope of work.




< The Administrative Board

The Administrative Board (2018-2019) consists of the following members:

Luma Jassim BouRrisLy Mohammed Ibrahim Saad Abdullah Ramzi Al Zarouni Mahmoud Al Refai
Chairperson Al Rubaiaan Al Rubaiaan (representing Agility) (representing

Vice-Chairperson Secretary-General Treasurer Al-Hashmia Real Estate)
Board Member




< _
Membership Types

KuwaitBC offers four types of membership with different

benefits:
Honorary Membership Special Membership
Granted on an annual basis to public figures or legal entities from Granted to public or legal persons, whether they are individuals or institutions, oper-
Kuwait or the UAE at no charge and as a recognition of impacting ating in Kuwait or the UAE, on a limited and yearly basis, in exchange for services
positively the council or the business community in general. Honor- provided to serve the Council and the interests of its members. It grants one seat to
ary members cannot run for Administrative Board Elections. an individual and two seats to an institution. The holder of the special membership
has the right to vote in the General Assembly. However, he/she is not entitled to
stand as a candidate for Administrative Boards.
Corporate Membership Individual Membership
Institutions or companies, with Kuwaitis owning at least 50% of them, Kuwaiti professionals or businesspeople are entitled to apply for
are entitled to apply for it. The holder has two seats and is eligible to it. The holder has one seat and is entitled to vote and stand as a
stand as a candidate and vote. . candidafe.
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Council Members

KuwaitBC includes among its members an elite of businesspeople as well as national
companies. The Council also welcomes members from various commercial sectors.
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Special Thanks

Government Entities

The Private Sector

Harvard e ¢ _ k3 ;
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Individuals

*Ms. Luma Jassim Bourisly

*Mr. Mohammed Ibrahim Al Rubaiaan
*Mr. Saad Abdullah Al Rubaiaan

*Mr. Ramzi Al Zarouni

10 EEER
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4 Facts and Figures

31 initiatives and events

H
Facts and Figures |

anuary 1, 2018 —

May 22, 2016 —
December 31, 2018

December 31, 2017

6 reports and studies 4 reports and studies

May 22, 2016 —
December 31, 2017

all

Reports and
Studies

January 1, 2018 —
December 31, 2018

46 initiatives and events

11

7 partnerships and
agreements

anuary 1, 2018 —
December 31, 2018

6 partnerships and
agreements

Partnerships and |
Agreements

May 22, 2016 —
December 31, 2017

® B

ﬁ e I
Visits and
Meetings

22 visits and meetings

January 1, 2018 —

May 22, 2016 —
December 31, 2018

December 31, 2017




Activities and Milestones

Facts and Figures
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(February 2018) First Annual Ceremony of Strategic Partners

Kuwait Business Council held its first annual ceremony in Dubai to honour founding members and strategic partners who supported the Council since its establishment. The meeting was

attended by several supporting government entities, private sponsors, as well as economic and public figures that were honoured for their contributions to the Council and its events

13 ' EEE




(March 2018) “Celebrate Kuwait” festival in conjunction with National Holidays
“In conjunction with the Kuwaiti National Holidays, Kuwait Business Council organised the “Celebrate Kuwait”
festival, in cooperation with Emaar Properties and Gastronomica, owner of the Slider Station restaurants that are

widely popular in GCC countries.

The festival featured many artistic, cultural, and sports events, as well as an exhibition for Kuwaiti and Emirati

youth talents and projects. The festival spanned over two days at Khor Dubai in the presence of over 5,000 visitors

14




Key Note Address — Dubal Healthcare
City duthority
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(March 2018) Participating in Edaralab Healthcare Management

conference, held by Harvard Business Review Arabia

15

(March 2018) Attending the first Business Groups and Councils
roundtable, hosted by Dubai Chamber




(April 2018) Attending the second meeting of Business Councils,
organised by Sharjah

(May 2018) Attending “Dubai Traders Outlook 2018: Latin

America” - Dubai Chamber

(April 2018) Attending the opening of the Swims store in La Mer
> (founding member)

16




(May 2018) Attending the Kuwait Business Council’s Ramadan Gh- (May 2018) Attending the Sharjah Economic Ramadan Majlis, or-

abga, hosted by the Ajman Chamber ganised by Shurooq
®
PROPERTIES

(May 2018) Organising the Added Tax and Real Estate Law course,

sponsored by Mosaic

N.

17 EER
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(May 2018) Attending the Kuwait Consulate General’s Ramadan

(May 2018) Attending the Mazaya Holding’s Ramadan Ghabga Ghabga in Dubai

18 EEER
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(September 2018) Attending the EmTech conference as part of the

partnership with Harvard Business Review Arabia

(June 2018) Giving a welcome address at the Palestinian Business

Council’s Ramadan Ghabga

19
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(August 2018) Organising an open session on Carriage’s success story, in

collaboration with Dubai Entrepreneurship Academy
Kuwait Business Council in Dubai, in collaboration with Dubai Entrepreneurship Academy, the
educational arm of the Mohammed Bin Rashid Establishment for SME Development, launched
the “Entrepreneurial Talk Series” initiative that included a series of open-dialogue sessions with
Kuwaiti business leaders and entrepreneurs, to share their success stories and the challenges

they faced in their journey to reach their global standing.

The guest of the first session moderated by Hamoud Al Mahmood, Editor in Chief of Harvard
Business Review Arabia, was Bader Al Ajeel, General Manager of Carriage in the UAE, who
described how Carriage started as a local entrepreneurial idea, which succeeded in attracting

global investments in a record period of time that did not exceed 18 months
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(September 2018) Organising a joint introductory meeting with
the members of the Russian Business Council

B

(September 2018) Attending the Business Councils Meeting, organised by the British Business Council

21 EER
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DUBAI

INVESTMENT

WEEK

(October 2018) Attending Dubai Investment Week (October 2018) Participating in the second Dubai Chamber Meet-

ing for Business Groups and Councils

(October 2018) Attending the Edaralab conference on how business leaders organise their time in Abu Dhabi

22 EEER
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(October 2018) Attending the Islamic Economy Summit

23

(October 2018) Attending the first open meeting of the Moham-

med Bin Rashid Establishment for SME Development




5x5 8jalio

(November 2018) Session entitled “What Comes after Talabat.com?”, in collaboration with Ajman Chamber
As part of the 5x5 Initiative, Ajman Chamber of Commerce and Industry organised a session entitled “What Comes after the Deal of Talabat.com?”, in cooperation with Kuwait Business Council in Dubai and the Northern

Emirates. The session included an open dialogue with Kuwaiti entrepreneur Mohammed Jaafar, Vice Chairman and Chief Executive Officer of Faith Capital Holding.

Media professional Amira Mohammed started the session with a presentation of the Kuwaiti entrepreneur Mohammed Jaafar, and reviewed the beginning of “Talabat.com”, and the stages of its development and success, until
it was sold for $170mn, as well as how Faith Capital was established, and the most important projects it is working on. The session also dealt with two main focus points: The first reviewed the early indicators of success that a

global investor looks for in an emerging project, while the second focused on how business models of e-commerce and smart applications are different from conventional projects

24 EEER




(November 2018) Visiting the Kuwait pavilion in Dubai Design

Week and providing organisers with media support

25

(November 2018) Attending the Annual Reception of the Philip-

pine Business
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(November 2018) Attending Kuwait Heritage Week, in the presence of His High-
ness the Ruler of Sharja
A KuwaitBC delegation attended the Kuwait Heritage Week, organised by the
Sharjah Institute for Heritage. On the sidelines of the event, the delegation met
His Highness Sheikh Dr. Sultan bin Muhammad Al-Qasimi, Supreme Council
Member and Ruler of Sharjah. Commemorative shields were also exchanged with
His Excellency Dr. Abdul Aziz Al Musallam, Chairman of the Sharjah Institute
for Heritage, in recognition of the Institute’s efforts in organising the Kuwait
Heritage Week in Sharjah

26 EEER




(November 2018) Participating in the Kuwait-UAE Forum

In conjunction with UAE national holidays, KuwaitBC had a special pavilion at the ‘Kuwait-UAE Forum, organ-

ised by the General Consulate of the State of Kuwait in Dubai, for the second consecutive year

27
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(December 2018) Participating in the third Dubai Chamber Meet-

(December 2018) Attending the third Sharjah FDI Forum

ing for Business Groups and Councils

28
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Partnerships and
Agreements
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(April 2018) Signing an agreement on exchanging trade data and promoting investment opportunities with Ajman Chamber
KuwaitBC signed an agreement with the Ajman Chamber of Commerce and Industry, promoting joint cooperation between both parties, to serve the business community and organise joint events
and meetings to facilitate cooperation and experience sharing among businesspeople.

The agreement provided for: promoting investment opportunities; exchanging trade data and statistics; developing joint projects and initiatives to serve both parties; encouraging the participation of
institutes and individuals in international events and exhibitions that are organised by Ajman or Kuwait; facilitating and exchanging trade visits and delegations; organising joint meetings attended

by businessmen and entrepreneurs; and examining and discussing challenges and obstacles to make recommendations that support business growth and effective partnerships

29



MARMORE

MENA INTELLIGENCE

(April 2018) Signing an agreement with MarMore Company and considering it the Council’s knowledge partner

KuwaitBC concluded an agreement with MarMore MENA Intelligence, a research firm of the Kuwait Financial Center (‘Markaz’), as part of the Council’s endeavours to enhance mutual cooperation

and achieve its strategic objectives as a provider of information and soft tools, for the growth of the Kuwaiti business community in the UAE.

30 EEER
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(September 2018) KuwaitBC: A partner in the Abu Dhabi Cham- (September 2018) KuwaitBC: A partner in the Economist’s Global
ber Franchise Exhibition Illicit Trade Summit

31 EER




DUBAI INTERNATIONAL

BOAT SHOW

(December 2018) KuwaitBC: A trading partner in 2019 Dubai International Boat Show

27 until March 2, 2019. Pursuant to the agreement, the Council’s annual celebration on the occasion of the Kuwaiti national holidays will be hosted, the Council will participate in the marketing

campaign of the Show, and Kuwaiti companies and visitors will enjoy a number of advantages and facilities.

32 EEER
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Reports & Studies

M .-\!Fl-1" RE

Future of Oil with
Alternative Energies
for Kuwait

sy Sl -, LD o ML),

Marmore Industry Report
017

Beplenibor 2018

GCC's Best
Capital Allocators

Anaiysis based o ADIC and RONC

GCC Online Retail

B, Lika, Compans, Buy

MARMORE

Kuwait - China

Aesearch Highli

(April 2018) MarMore studies (the Council’s knowledge partner)
As part of the cooperation agreement with MarMore MENA Intelligence, a subsidiary of the Kuwait Financial Centre (‘Markaz’) specialised in research and intelligence, the following list includes
the key studies that have been published on the Council’s website in 2018:
o Kuwait - China: Opportunities for Further Leverage
o The Future of Oil with Alternative Energies for Kuwait
o GCC’s Best Capital Allocators
o GCC Retail Sector”
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(April 2018) Data and statistics on Kuwaiti real-estate owners, ac-

cording to Sharjah Real Estate Registration Directorate
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(April 2018) Meeting with the Sharjah Real Estate Registration Directorate regarding the electricity charges of Kuwaiti investors’ real estate
A KuwaitBC delegation visited the Sharjah Real Estate Registration Directorate to explore avenues to strengthen cooperation and raise the awareness of the 3,100 Kuwaiti investors in Sharjah, who
own about 5,700 properties in the emirate.
The Council’s delegation convened with Mr. Abdul Aziz Al Shamsi, Director General of the Sharjah Real Estate Registration Directorate, to discuss ways to foster cooperation with the Directorate,
raise the awareness of Kuwaiti investors, particularly with the implementation of the Value Added Tax Law in early 2018, as well as to exchange real estate data and information that are of interest

for both parties.

35




(June 2018) Meeting with Sharjah Investment and Development

Authority (Shurooq) regarding investment opportunities and

obstacles for Kuwaitis

36 EEER




Reports & Studies l ]

(July 2018) Meeting with the Expo team to discuss cooperation regarding Expo Live for creative and innovative ideas
KuwaitBC discussed with the “Dubai Expo 2020” team ways of cooperation, calling upon Kuwaiti companies and entrepreneurs to take part in this huge international event hosted by Dubai in two
years’ time - through applying for the Expo Live Innovation Impact Grant Programme which funds innovative projects and projects with significant impact on the community, the environment, or
both (the grants are up to US$100,000 for each project).
‘The registration of creative pioneering projects in Kuwait was also discussed in the digital portal for the Expo’s contracts and tenders, which includes 24,000 small and medium-sized companies as

well as 145 international companies.”
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(November 2018) Meeting with Her Excellency Ambassador Amal

Al Hamad, Assistant Foreign Minister for Economic Affairs

38

(November 2018) Meeting with the business registration and li-
censing sector in the Department of Economic Development
“Dubai Economy” regarding flexible licenses (trader license, in-

stant license)
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Media Coverage
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Social entrepreneurs to benefit from
support and grants of up to $100,000

Kuwait Business Coundil [nvites social iInnovatars and companies from Kuwalt to
particigate in Expe 2020 Dubai initistives
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Sat 26-05-2018 16:58 PM
ACCI, Kuwait Business Council discuss economic cooperation during Ramadan Majlis

M Economics

IFE Expo kicks off in Abu Dhabi with Kuwaiti participation

it Ly o

NI

Kuwait Business Council

Dubal & Northern Emirates

tiaglli

aljingi
apanl p iy Bt Slyladly o B tdaldl] Jlaell ulaa
- P A

83l,)l awassls] Lpaslarwl dls o
«ayusl, lylga» uivds «uieSll JlasVi»

41 EER




Masly stazdl | Lowcadll
Sl B A Sisyally ac¥l tees¥ sl e adl miais lages Ll
Heevasizall gy B3l [lacHl plad 1oy malid §3Ska ylabe) « 0gfl Hacleg «1g0ylen

£ 0:0- = F-IA Jupl Pa 30l
Jloclll glhdl aapenll ajlgall jjey 421 Agall Jlacll gulan

Jlac3l gliad) ddsmall 3slgall 5 333 GiaoS) JlocH Gulno

Lo B0 ¢ dii] Lun jg0,low sacl
8,20 3,190 Qo> Bl «wsSll Jlesi»

o M|
jiiall jolall jyjell iigall Jlacil yulan g0 pall 81550 aAgi (laas as)

WByLadl B ylic 5700 o olay oS T3

oS JlacH pulone @0 dpslatiull Gosill poymius olone &

42

N.

gakuaddil

D pI008 s 26 - 22020 5 g 38

v claledd =

T

- sl

v mall el = dgalS v i

e o]

Aplsyl axtea) spall Sl ey 43 2ol JlacHl uline

Wednesday, December 26, 2018|
Last updated 2 hours, 31 minutes ago

s GUIlF
Today

MIDEAST BUSINESS

HOME LOCAL ASIA WORLD

High turnout at ‘Celebrate Kuwait’ in Dubai
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Marmore Mena Intelligence
and Kuwait Business Council
sign Mol

In an effort to ex-

pand mutual collab-
orations and to ful-
fill strategic objec-
tives as a provider of
information and
tools that helps the
Kuwaiti business
community in the
UAE grow their
businesses, Mar-
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Sat 08-08-2018 17:17 PM
Kuwait Business Council invites social innovators to participate in Expo 2020 Dubai initiatives
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